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HOLY BAPTISM
#l 1

" #S$
% &

Nov 1 Kenzie John Hodgson
Nov 8 Caleb & Oliver Welsh
Nov 15 Reece Michael Bays

George McShane

Samuel Daniel James Kinsey

Freya Jean Wood

There is one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism.
We are children of the same heavenly Father;
we welcome you.

HOLY MATRIMONY
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$ $ FUNERALS
$ $ Date Name Age
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L ( Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord,

and let light perpetual shine upon them.
May they rest in peace, and rise in glory. Amen.
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YOUR FRIENDLY

VANTAGE CHEMIST

FOR VALUE WITH ALL
YOUR FAMILY CARE NEEDS

J. R. RAY M.P.S.

47 Fellgate Avenue, Jarrow
Tel: Boldon 536 4640

Window Care

Est. 1970
Property Maintenance
UPVC & Timber Windows & Doors
Single & Double Glazing
Renew & Repairs

Grant Street, Jarrow, Tyne & Wear NE32 5HS
Tel 489 2242 - 420 0123
Mobile 07944 953 733

| "HS061& (&) +(*!,

Printers, Stationers, Wedding Stationery, etc.

SMITH
BROS.

Glen Street, Hebburn.
Tel: (0191) 483 2138

Providing Care, Support & Reassurance
when it matters most.

Dunedin House, 168, Albert Road,
Jarrow, NE32 5RR Tel: 0191 489 7400

New Hedworth House, North Road,
Boldon Colliery , NE35 9AF Tel: 0191 536 7232

Donnelly Funeral Service, 9 Ellison Street,
Hebburn , NE31 1BP Tel: 0191 483 6521

Westoe House, Westoe Road,
South Shields , NE33 4LZ Tel:0191 455 5521
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Where did Christmas trees come from?

There are two early stories that mention fir trees.
The first involves St Boniface, who went to Ger-
many in the 8th century as a missionary and
found people sacrificing a child to their god un-
der an oak tree. Boniface was appalled, and res-
cued the child. He then chopped down the oak
tree and found a tiny fir tree growing nearby. He
gave this to the people and said: “This is a sym-
bol of life. Whenever you look at this tree, re-
member the Christ-child who is the one who will
give you life, because he gave his life for you.”
The second early fir tree story involves Martin
Luther in the 16th century. It is said that one
year he decided to drag a fir tree into his home
and to decorate it with candles. He used it as a
visual aid, telling people that the candles sym-
bolised Jesus as the light of the world, and the
evergreen tree symbolised the eternal life that
Jesus gives to us. Many of the people who fol-
lowed Luther were struck by the idea, and took
up the custom.
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Where did Christmas stockings come from?

No one is really sure, but a story is told of St
Nicholas, a bishop who lived in the 4th century,
who may have started the custom by accident.
St Nicholas was of a wealthy family, and of a
generous heart. As Christmas approached one
year, he wanted to help a poor family whom he
knew, but he did not want them to know it was
him. So he climbed up on their roof on Christ-
mas Eve and dropped some coins down the
chimney.

The next morning the coins, to the great sur-
prise of the family, were found in the stockings
of the ladies, who had hung them to dry by the
fire the night before. Every year after that they
put their stockings out, in the hope that some
more money would fall into them. They told the
story of this amazing appearance to their
friends and neighbours, and the custom caught
on.



In the'Deanery 2020 Vision'paper and also in the Lent coul&eowing the Kingdom', our atten-
tion was drawn tdocusing on mission.The Deanery seesissionas an important vehicle for mov-
ing forward collaboratively with other local Chueshthroughout the deanery.

In practical terms this means we need to focus @sion when planning most, if not all of our
projects, activities and involvement in the comntyiniThis also indicates a need to look criticalty
the way we are doing things and asking ourselvesgjtiestion: In what way can we use this activity
to bring people to the Lord Jesus and into his Ctiir

In the case of the disciples of Jesus, missiookfjubecame a way of life, and there is a lessae he
for today's Church. The symbol (Restoring the &€entre) which we see every week on the pew
sheets, shows us the building blocks that help gsow in our faith. On close examination we see
a link from the Sacred Centre pointing up to neissiwhich reminds us that it is God's ministry to
convert our friends, family and neighbours and dptimem to Christ. But God has given us an impor-
tant part to play in his plan through our witnegsio the new life we experience in Jesus. In voéw
the fact that our Lord has give us this great cossian (Matthew 28:18 — 20), we as his ambassa-
dors need to be prayerful and prepared. If we naa@tained the sacred centre (spending time with
Jesus in prayer) then our faith and trust in hirth awl and guide us in this wonderful mission we
have been called to. Furthermore, identifyingsian possibilities and speaking up for the faith
will be so much easiefThere is no greater privilege and joy than leadinggomeone to Christ!

As mission needs to become an integral part otlunking and life it should also act as a cohesive
force in sharing our resource with other local chess and therefore prevent duplication of actisitie

Due to the importance of mission, in October thecdses established SMART teams to cover each
Archdeaconry. One of their aims is to assist latairches in identifying and implementing good
mission practice throughout the Durham diocesee tBhm SMART' is an acronym forStrategic
Mission: Area Resources and Transitionwhich is comprised of a body of enthusiasts béglhgy

and laity who see mission as an integral part @Ghurch's life. The teams are led by Revd. Rod
Allon-Smith the Diocesan Missioner who has consitér knowledge and experience of mission.
Through prayer, sharing of experiences in misdiwtiyidual members of the Smart team may be
used throughout the deanery as a resource totéaeiind encourage good mission practice. Our
prayers go with the SMART teams as they complete thaining.

This year's address to the Diocesan Synod by Bistark in November also focused upon Mission
and Church Growth. In his message he drew pasallgh Ezekiel's vision of the Valley of Dry
Bones and today's Church - where everything apgergusiess and only a miracle can save the day.
It was towards the end of the message that he dsdios that we have a God of miracles - who
comes to the aid of his people in their time ofcheden they repent and turn to him in prayer.

His answer to the rhetorical question: 'Why do vemtwour churches to grow?' He said:

'l want the Church to grow because | want more andnore men and women and chil-
dren to discover how much and how unconditionally @d loves them.'

What a wonderful message God has given to his pedyhy his Holy Spirit guide us as we witness
to this.

For the complete transcript of Bishops Mark’'s addrplease go to the website:
http://www.durham.anglican.org/news-and-events/bighiof-jarrow.aspx
John Ellison
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Abbot’'s “Paws for Thought”

Well it's coming up to the season of

good will to all men but not cats, hobody

said anything about cats. Don’t get me

started on cats. Have you noticed how

the church has a bias towards cats.

There’s catechism, catechetic and cate-

chists. Personally | prefer DOGMA!

Do you know about Guide Dogs Carol Service at St Ni-
cholas Doghederal, Newcastle at 2.00pm on December

1217 vou'd have to be barking mad to miss it.

Now my dad would like to tell you a story. This was
supposed to be my column you know. Humans...

Eight years ago this month Abbot and | were training
together and down at the kennel block the staff are
getting into a festive mood. They're wearing party hats
and they’re blowing up balloons. The kennel girls have
also clubbed together and bought a Christmas tree — a
really big one. It's standing in an old oil drum and it must
reach about twelve feet off the ground. These are ideal
proportions as the kennel block roof must be about
twenty foot high. The tree is beautifully decorated with
an abundance of toys and lights. It looks stunning when
we first see it, but things are about to change...

As well as the many dogs boarded in the kennels,
there are also a number of cats. The cats are employed
as dog trainers: it's their job to familiarise the puppies
with their feline counterparts. This is quite simply be-
cause working guide dogs must never allow themselves
to be distracted by a cat. Cats used to form a queue
outside the Job Centre for these vacancies. Any cat
would give his right paw for such a job.

Every time | go to the kennel block I'm struck by just
how much the cats enjoy their work. With a taunting
swagger and tails in the air they race round the rafters,
some 20 feet above the dogs. This sends the dogs crazy
and the cats just love it. The dogs have been well trained
and know how not to react. For the most part they
manage very well and keep their base instincts in check
but now and again the strain will get to one and he loses
his temper. The sound of canned carols is then suddenly
drowned out by a bit of barking, followed by some hiss-
ing, a bit of spitting and finally a yelp. Up in the rafters
the cats chalk up another white line on their scoreboard.

Two days later | take Abbot back to the kennels. As |
walk through the door | feel my boot crunch on some-
thing. It's a bit of broken tree toy. | suddenly notice that
the entire floor is covered with this debris.

When | get close to the tree | see there are only three
or four toys left on it. Most of the needles have been
shaken off, the fairy lights are bedraggled and the whole
thing looks a total mess. As Abbot and | walk towards the
scales something hits the back of my head. It shatters on
the concrete floor and another tree toy bites the dust.
The cats are stripping the toys from the tree and taking
them up to the rafters to use as bombs
to drop on the dogs. It seems there is
no season of goodwill in the world of
cats and dogs.
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Below are the words hidden in the grid.
You can find them spelt forwards, back-
wards, straight, across or diagonally.

angels
baby
carols
donkey
hallelujah

heavenly host

holly
inn
Jesus
Joseph
manger

Mary
mistletoe
nativity
presents
pudding
sheep
shepherds
star
stuffing
tree
turkey
virgin
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