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Pentecost is a good time for a think about our life together 
as a Church - it being the “Church’s Birthday” and all that.

We remember at Pentecost, the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
which God sends to encourage & enliven, to empower & 
equip, to enlighten & ennoble our lives as Christians. It is 
through the presence and activity of the Holy Spirit within 
each of us, and among us and between us, that we are 
the Church - the Temple to God’s glory, built not of brick, 
mortar, concrete or stone, but of people - living stones.

What, I wonder, do we expect the Holy Spirit to be doing 
in our lives? Is his presence something of which we’re 
conscious, or something we never give a second 
thought? Do we take the time to listen for the still, quiet 
whisper which is the guidance of the Holy Spirit much of 
the time (see 1 Kings 19:12)? Do we expect to see the 
ninefold fruit of the Spirit in our lives and the life of our 
Church (see Galatians 5: 22-23)? Do we expect to see 
the gifts of the Spirit (see 1 Corinthians 12 and Isaiah 11: 
2-3)?

There has been a lot of confusion and misunderstanding 
about the Holy Spirit in recent generations. Some have 
seen it as a kind of badge claimed by “super-Christians” 
whom God has specially anointed to know his will and 
exercise his ministry - and some have even seen them-
selves as being special to God in this way. However a 
proper understanding of Jesus and his message ex-
pounded in the New Testament will always show that God 
doesn’t “do” special categories of Christian - we’re all 
special, all equally loved, and all offered the same Spirit 
for different ministries in the Body of Christ, the Church. 
And we’re all called to exercise the gifts and ministries to 
which God calls us - and since that calling changes over 
time, we may sometimes find ourselves called to shift 
focus, or to stop doing some things in order to make room 
for others. We can only discern that together, in prayer.

So, we must ask ourselves whether we are prepared to 
be open to what God wants us to do! There can’t be many 
things more frustrating for our Lord than to be ready to 
shower gifts and blessings on people who don’t seem to 
want them! We can never be complacent about this.

We have, I think, discovered a fresh working of the Holy 
Spirit recently, as we try to get the Church in this place 
working through a series of teams - intercessory prayer, 
baptism, bereavement, healing, shared ministry develop-
ment, PCC/DCCs and so on. The more we see our lives 
as built on these teams, which are participative, commu-
nal, definitely not individualistic, and certainly intended to 
be open to the Spirit, guided by the Spirit, and working 
with the Spirit, then the more I believe we will see God’s 
kingdom grow here.

Let’s use this Pentecost, this Whitsuntide, as an opportu-
nity to reflect on this, and seek what God has in store for 
us. I do know is that following his lead will be good!
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There is one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism. 
By one Spirit, we are all baptised into one body. 
We welcome you into the fellowship of faith;
we are children of the same heavenly Father; 
we welcome you.
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God is love, and those who live in love live in God, and 
God lives in them.
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Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let light perpetual shine upon them.
May they rest in peace, and rise in glory. Amen.
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Harker’s 
Coaches

12-57 Seater Coaches 
for Hire

also
Rolls-Royce & Mercedes
Wedding Cars for Hire

Personal Service & Competitive Prices

Tel: (0191) 456 3234
Tudor Road, South Shields

NE33 5RD
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Printers, Stationers, Wedding Stationery, etc.

SMITH 
BROS.

Glen Street, Hebburn.
Tel: (0191) 483 2138

Providing Care, Support & Reassurance
when it matters most.

Dunedin House, 168, Albert Road,
Jarrow,  NE32 5RR Tel:  0191 489 7400

New Hedworth House, North Road,
Boldon Colliery , NE35 9AF Tel: 0191 536 7232

Donnelly Funeral Service, 9 Ellison Street,
Hebburn , NE31 1BP  Tel: 0191 483 6521

Westoe House, Westoe Road,
South Shields , NE33 4LZ  Tel:0191 455 5521

YOUR FRIENDLY

VANTAGE CHEMIST
FOR VALUE WITH ALL

YOUR FAMILY CARE NEEDS

J. R. RAY M.P.S.
47 Fellgate Avenue, Jarrow

Tel: Boldon 536 4640

Window Care 
Est. 1970

Property Maintenance
UPVC & Timber Windows & Doors

Single & Double Glazing
Renew & Repairs

���
����������
Grant Street, Jarrow, Tyne & Wear NE32 5HS

Tel 489 2242 - 420 0123
Mobile 07944 953 733
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On Easter Monday, a coach load of friends from 
our twin Church in Wuppertal - Ronsdorf arrived 
after a long journey across the North Sea, to 
spend a few days as the guests of the Parish of 
Jarrow.  There were thirty-seven of them altogeth-
er, including quite a number of teenagers.
What a wonderful week we had.  Old friendships 
were renewed, new ones made, and a great 
feeling of fellowship was most evident.  Our or-
ganisers did a great job of arranging activities 
during the visit.
These included a trip on the “Teeside Princess”, 
a visit to Shildon Rail Museum, a day in Keswick, 
a visit to our twin church of St Peter and the Glass 
Centre in Sunderland, the Catherine Cookson 
Museum and not forgetting a Civic Reception in 
the Town hall, hosted by His Worship the Mayor 
and Lady Mayoress.

Perhaps the most memorable moment of the visit 
was when we joined together in a Sung Eucharist 
in St Peter’s with Jarrow Choral Society singing 
Schubert’s Deutsche Messe in German.  This 
was greatly appreciated by all present, especially 
our German friends.  Rev’d Graham and Rev’d 
Jenny presided at this service and we thank them 
for their participation.
Saturday came and, after  a tour of Newcastle 
Cathedral, time came for them to leave.  We had 
time for a short farewell service and a cup of 
coffee before they went on their way amid much 
shaking of hands, hugs and quite a few tears.
This relationship has now lasted for thirty-three 
years and is going from strength to strength.  The 
next visit will be in two years time when we visit 
them.  Something to look forward to.

S Harrison
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....LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE BEFORE MEN....' Matthew 5: 16 NIV.����

A man is being tailgated by a woman who's in a hurry. He comes to an intersection and when the light 
turns yellow he hits the brakes. The woman behind him goes ballistic. She honks her horn, yells profani-
ties and gestures with her finger. As she's ranting and raving someone taps on her window. To her horror 
she looks up and sees a policeman. He invites her out of her car and takes her to the station where she's 
searched, fingerprinted and put in a cell. After a couple of hours she's released and the arresting officer 
gives her her personal effects and says. 'I'm very sorry for the mistake, ma'am. I pulled up behind your car 
while you were blowing your horn and using ugly gestures and foul language. I noticed the 'What would 
Jesus do?' bumper sticker, the 'Choose Life' licence plate holder, the 'Follow me to Sunday School' win-
dow sign and the peace emblem on your trunk, so I naturally assumed you had stolen the car.' Obviously 
he was following a Christian who wasn't doing a very good job at following Christ.�
The world gets turned off by people who have Christian bumper stickers on their cars. Christian books on 
their shelves, Christian stations on their radios and TVs, Christian jewellery around their necks, Christian 
videos for their kids, Christian magazines for their coffee tables, but who don't have the life of Jesus in 
their bones or the love of Jesus in their hearts. What's the answer? 'Let your light shine before men, that 
they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

FROM; WORD FOR TODAY BY UNITED CHRISTIAN BROADCASTING�
From Dorothy MacBeth

Is going to Church 
a waste of time?

A churchgoer wrote a letter to the editor of a 
newspaper and complained that it made no 
sense to go to church every Sunday.  “I’ve gone 
for 30 years now,” he wrote “and in that time I 
have heard something like 3000 sermons.  But for 
the life of me, I can’t remember a single one of 
them.  So I think I am wasting my time and the 
pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at 
all.”
This started a real controversy in the ‘Letters to 
the Editor’ column, much to the delight of the 
editor.  It went on for weeks until someone wrote 
this clincher:
“I’ve been married for 37 years now.  In that time 
my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals.  For the 
life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a 
single one of those meals. But I do know this... 
They all nourished me and gave me the strength 
I needed to do my work.  If my wife had not given 
me these meals, I would be physically dead 
today.  Likewise, if I had not gone to church for 
nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!”

When you are DOWN to nothing... God is UP to 
something!  Faith sees the invisible, believes the 
incredible, and receives the impossible!  Thank 
God for our physical AND spiritual nourishment!

Going to church is certainly not a waste of time 
and can be an uplifiting and spiritually 
“nourishing” time.
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The group photograph above shows students from the 
Living Theology Today (LTT) course enjoying their resi-
dential weekend in March 2009.  Seated at the front, from 
left to right is: 
Robert Cooper Tutor;  Jim Francis Course Director; and 
Mary Barr LTT Chaplin.
�
The weekend was held at Ushaw College which was found-
ed in 1808 and is slightly more than four miles north west 
of Durham city.  It is situated in 30 acres of countryside 
which gives it its tranquil setting. The food and accommo-
dation were first class.
The wonderful thing about residential weekends is that 
people are away from everyday pressures and have an 
opportunity to do something different and at the same time 
have the pleasure of Christian fellowship.  
Over the weekend we enjoyed worship, talks, discussions, 
workshops and free time.  One of the sessions I found 
helpful was learning about the many gifts the group had 
been blessed with.  
The main part of the weekend focused on God's handiwork 
in creation and we were invited to work in small groups 
exploring and recording our findings with the aid of digital 
(point and click) cameras. I should point out that among the 
group of twenty two, there were only two who had previous 
experience in photography.  However, this lack of practical 
experience with digital cameras turned out to be an advan-
tage, as the end results were quite astonishing!  The detail 
that had been captured in many of the photographs was 
remarkable.  Some of the photographs viewed from differ-
ent sides changed the subject of the picture completely.  
God's inspiring handiwork was revealed, and a great deal 
was learnt by all.  

The LTT course which began last September and finishes 
in June is open to all church members.      One of the aims 
of the course is to give an updated picture of trends and 
thinking in today's  institutional Church.  It covers the main 
aspects of Christian living and respects individual church-
manship.  Indeed, most of the tutors teaching on the course 
are from Durham university so the information imparted is 
relevant and of value.  This is a course I can recommend 
wholeheartedly to all.  Details of it can be found in the 
Durham Newslink: 

John Ellison

RESIDENTIAL  WEEKEND AT USHAW
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To be sung to the tune of “My Favourite Things” 

from The Sound of Music.

Maalox and nose drops and needles for knitting,
Walkers and handrails and new dental fittings,

Bundles of magazines tied up with string,
These are a few of my favourite things.

Cadillacs and cataracts and hearing aids and glasses, 
Polident and Fixodent and false teeth in glasses,
Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings,

These are a few of my favourite things.

When the pipes leak, when the bones creak
When the knees go bad,

I simply remember my favourite things 
And then I don’t feel so bad.

Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for bunions,
No spicy food or food cooked with onions,

Bathrobes and heat pads and hot meals they bring
These are a few of my favourite things.

Back pains, confused brains, and no fear of sinning,
Thin bones and fractures and hair that is thinning,

And we won’t remember our short shrunken frames,
When we remember our favourite things.

When the joints ache, when the hips break,
When the eyes grow dim,

Then I remember the great life I’ve had,
And then I don’t feel so bad.
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